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do anything possible to eliminate suf-
fering and death due to cancer by the
year 2015. Today I take a step in that
direction.

Twenty-two States and the District
of Columbia have protections in place
to provide access to screening and
early detection for colorectal cancer. It
is time that the rest of the country has
the same access that could save their
lives.

Please join me and my friend from
Texas, Mr. RALPH HALL, as we intro-
duce the Colorectal Cancer Screening
and Detection Coverage Act.

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker,
today the liberal leadership of this
House will call up H.R. 980, the Public
Safety Employee-Employer Coopera-
tion Act.

It sounds harmless. But let’s not
mince words. This bill is not concerned
with public safety. It’s a payoff from
the left to the powerful labor unions
that finance many of their campaigns.

The liberal leadership already bowed
to union pressure by passing legisla-
tion to strip workers of the right to
vote in a private ballot election. Now
they are attempting to federalize col-
lective bargaining for public safety
professionals.

The International Association of
Chiefs of Police opposes the legislation
because it would effectively take power
from State and local governments dur-
ing labor-management relations. I op-
pose it because it will likely make our
communities less safe.

Mr. Speaker, there is a time and
there is a place for politics, but not
when our lives and the safety of our
communities is at stake.

——
J 1030

SENATE HAS A CHANCE TO TAKE
ACTION TO CHANGE THE COURSE
OF THE WAR IN IRAQ

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, for
weeks now, the Republican Senators
have been coming forward saying that
the status quo in Iraq cannot continue.
They’re right. This week they have an
opportunity to act on those words.
We’ll see if they join us in changing the
course of the war, or if they find an-
other excuse as to why they must con-
tinue to support President Bush’s
failed policy. I would hope that they
would stand by their words.

Senator LUGAR correctly stated,
“The President and some of his advis-
ers may be tempted to pursue the surge
strategy to the end of his administra-
tion, but such a course contains ex-
treme risks for United States national
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security.” Senator VOINOVICH correctly
stated, ‘A policy of responsive mili-
tary disengagement, with a cor-
responding increase in nonmilitary
support, is the best way to advance our
Nation’s interests in Iraq and achieve
our primary goals.” Senator DOMENICI
again correctly stated, ‘‘There’s noth-
ing to wait for.”

We agree. That’s why this House
voted last week to bring most of our
troops home by next April. The Senate
has the chance to take that same ac-
tion this week. I hope that these Sen-
ators will stand by their words and join
us in changing the course.

———

BUSH ANNOUNCES THAT IRAQ HAS
NOT MET ONE OF THE BENCH-
MARKS THEY PROMISED TO
MEET

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, last week, the President’s prelimi-
nary progress report on Iraqg showed no
progress at all. In fact, the Bush ad-
ministration admitted that the Iraqi
government failed to meet any of its
targets for political or economic
progress.

You would think that this report
would serve as a wake-up call to the
Bush administration. It hasn’t. It’s
clear that President Bush does not
want to change a thing. In fact, the
Washington Post reported that the ad-
ministration is not considering a stra-
tegic change, but simply a shift in mes-
sage.

Mr. Speaker, the failures in Iraq have
nothing to do with message. President
Bush promised that the Iraqi govern-
ment would meet these benchmarks
when he announced his troop esca-
lation plan earlier this year. Many of
us were skeptical that the Iraqis would
actually follow through. And now that
it’s clear that the government has
failed to meet any of the benchmarks,
a shift in message is simply not
enough.

Democrats have a plan to bring our
troops home by April of next year. It’s
time for the Iraqis to take account-
ability for their own country. And
that’s why we passed the Republican
Redeployment Act last week, and the
Senate should follow our lead this
week.

——
BOEHNER CALLING SENATORS
“WIMPS”; HOUSE REPUBLICANS

REFUSE TO CHANGE COURSE

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, despite
the fact that 70 percent of Americans
support withdrawing almost all U.S.
troops from Iraq by April, and despite
a growing number of retired generals
and senior Republican Senators joining
Democrats in calling for a new strat-
egy in Iraq, many House Republicans
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remain staunchly in favor of the Presi-
dent’s failed Iraq policy. In fact, just
last week, the leader of the House Re-
publicans referred to the Senate Re-
publicans who have spoken out against
President Bush’s failed policy as
“wimps.”” And it begs the question,
doesn’t the minority leader believe 70
percent of Americans and numerous re-
tired generals are wimps as well?

It’s a much easier thing to toe the
line and Kkeep rubber-stamping the
President’s failed Iraq policy, as many
Republicans in this body continue to
do. It’s a lot easier to do that than
break from your party and the will of
our President to take a principled
stand for what you believe. Those Re-
publicans who are against the Presi-
dent’s policies are the true patriots.

Mr. Speaker, despite the name call-
ing, Democrats will continue to push
for a responsible redeployment of U.S.
troops from Iraq, and we hope that
some of our Republican colleagues here
in the House will join with us.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

———

PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYER-EM-
PLOYEE COOPERATION ACT OF
2007

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 980) to provide collective bar-
gaining rights for public safety officers
employed by States or their political
subdivisions, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 980

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Public Safety
Employer-Employee Cooperation Act of 2007°.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND DECLARATION OF PUR-

POSE.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Labor-management relationships and part-
nerships are based on trust, mutual respect,
open communication, bilateral consensual prob-
lem solving, and shared accountability. In many
public safety agencies it is the union that pro-
vides the institutional stability as elected lead-
ers and appointees come and go.

(2) State and local public safety officers play
an essential role in the efforts of the United
States to detect, prevent, and respond to ter-
rorist attacks, and to respond to natural disas-
ters, hazardous materials, and other mass cas-
ualty incidents. As the first to arrive on scene,
State and local public safety officers must be
prepared to protect life and property and to pre-
serve scarce and vital Federal resources, avoid
substantial and debilitating interference with
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